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The present ruins of Sarhind consist almost entirely of
Muhammadan buildings of a late period; but it must have
been a place of some consequence in the time of the Hindus, as
it was besieged and captured by Muhammad Ghori, the first
Mussuliman king of Delhi.1 The name of Sarhind, or "frontier
of Hind" is popularly said to have been given to the city at an
earlier period, when it was the boundary town between the
Hindus and the later Muhammadan kingdom of Ghazni and
Labor. But the name is probably much older, as the astro-
nomer Varaha Mihira mentions the Sairindhas* immediatley
after the Kultitas, or people of Kullu, and just before Brahma'
pura, which, as we learn from the Chinese pilgrim, was the
capital of the hill country to the north of Haridwar, The
Sairindhas, or people oiSirindha, must, therefore, have occupied
the very tract of country in which the present Sarhind is
situated, and there can be little doubt that the two names are
the same. But the geographical list of Varaha Mihira is copied
almost verbatim from that of the still earlier astronomer
Parasara, who is believed to have flourished not later than the
first century after Christ.3
If we apply the correction of 110 miles, or about 700 U9
to the northern half of the line between Kullu and Satadru, the
position of the latter will be brought down to Hinsi, which is
an ancient fortified city of even greater strength and reputation
than Sarhind. But as Hwen Thsang specially notes that the
territorry of Satadru was only 20CO /*, or 333 miles, in circuit,
and that it was bounded on the west by a great river, which
can only be the Satlej or Satadru, it is quite impossible that
Hansi could be the place intended, as it is upwards of 130 miles
distant from the nearest point of that river.
The position of the celebrated fortress of Bhatner would
suit the description of a small district bounded on the west by
1.  Dowson's edition of Sir H. Elliots 'Muhammadan Historians of
India/ ii. 295.
2.  Dr. Kern's edition of the 'Brihat SanhitaY b. xiv. 29, 30.
3.  Kern's Preface to the 'Brihat Sanhitl* p. 32.